
Virginia League Clubs All Ready for Opening To-Day
Strain Will Pitch Against Goobers in First Battle
COLTS AND GOOBERS
READY FOR OPENING
OF VIRGINIA LEAGUE

j
Season Starts To-Day in Richmond, Portsmouth and

Roanoke.Griffin Will Pitch Charley Strain,
While Busch Will Use Either

Richmond or Hedgpeth.

BY GUS, MALBERT.
Returning to the normal form of vernal exercise, we are

requested by the keeper of the cxchecqucr to again announce:
"They're oft !"
One or two "whoop-las" mingled joyously with a few rays and

rahs might conveniently he offered at this section of the narrative,
but in the most polite circles they arc at present taboo, being used
solely by the haut ton upon select occasions when the gridiron
substitutes for the diamond.

This is an anthem sung to the merry swing of that liltingmelody, "lie Smote the Sphere Severely for a Second-Sack Swat."!
Tritely, the Virginia League begins to-day; begins as it has begun
on several annual occasions, and as it will begin upon several
additional annual occasions, if the fellow with the price and the
fancy and the time continues to push the turnstile 'round by the
swish of the coin.

To make the roundelay complete, we need add only that the
greensward this aiternoon, beginning at 4:30 o'clock, will be here
and there sprinkled with the myrmidons of Swat, rigged in all their
spiked regalia, and that the knight crrants from the land ot the
groundpea will cross lances with the brave sons of Coltvillc.

Properly translated, and as it should have been written in the
i^inal. Richmond and Petersburg will this afternoon engage in the

nrst game of the l'Jl.S baseball season in the Virginia League within
:!:e newly-completed Bradleyizcd enclosure to the wm of a certain

c manuractory and to the north of a hop-pressing emporium
r-c shadows lure and sometimes lead.
" nie may have inferred, after looking through what has already'* r~i\~c : f at a baseball season is aborning, despite the herculean

vr.~-ri ¦' er.gul: the point of interest in a Daytonian baptism of
he inference is absolutely correct. Richmond and

f'ers" uri: wd rlay here. Newport News will play in Roanoke andNoriV-i".; v.-iil j .ay in Portsmouth, if.the fellow with direct wire
-..iCctMn t- the land where Boreas reigns so decrees.

" indulg.r.c the subjunctive. | answer to Joe Heusler'e commands, a
' ' cc.*s r t rA.n, a-c. '.{ th» day Is battle will be- fought
tr'; "i: .:«. "V. H B: idlev. s'-cretarv t

Th' *l\n th* »«"»» trek will have
DU.M1 '.Lb. will i-ad IV

cav&irade headed b> a bar.d and wri{,- ht, will issue the familiar :
followed by the minions who wjeld the "P-ay ball." T- n thouta r. d throats.

1ow iv !;i the rival camps. parched from the w.r.try drought. > .11
:~h th---.^principal thoroughfares br.r.g forth annual .re <¦:

:o ?:vr cor,4. rejU:. <¦Vl'den* e to a wr»:t- ' >-P»e-.ives G-randrnothers will b* d-c:-
populate that w>> r.» the sand watvd at an tncrcaeed ratio

; :.d th' wire- grass buds l-i engagements will present frag..efronts. "Sniil*-" v.:;j b> the taiisrr.an.
'unlets the h om '. c! 'j h 1 o s * s.

Every pos*.ble effort has t>een mad*
to miikp the new home of thf- ^Jolt*.
;>resectable for ".h» opening encounter
There arr- many things not quite a«-
the management would have them
Time has been too short and energet!
workman, wStj the blood heated to

.baseball temperature, ha-. *¦ been all
too scare*. Hut there ts the hope felt
that -.all will commend the yard, and
that what Is lacking wil; be fore v n
in the merit of th<- club presented bySteve CSrillin.
Charlfs Strain, homegrown, needingI ii" Introduc tion, will seek to put Kith-

nioii'l ;it the he-i'J <. f the standing col-

SHIRTS
The New Linen Shirt at $2.50.

French cuff; collar to match.
Negligees at $1.00, .<? 1.50 and

$2.00.
Jv \HN'S Ol RICHMOND,

"The Toggery Shop,"
\<>. 713 K. lirnntl St.

OPPONENTS IN TO-DAY'S GAME

ClmrlfT Strain, vrho Trill toll
for the (,'ultM. nntl Clyde Illehrurmtl,
ttIio ^vlll pruluilil y lie llctnlc Hunch's
Kelrctluu.
O

utnn to-morrow. Opposing him, Rusch
has not yet decided between Rich¬
mond, his Washington recruit, and
Ii»-ti^pctli. Rut .ill three nf these fel¬
lows arc prepared. 1 ,ast season the
local? started by losing: to the in¬
vaders True tiny captured 'he i>
ficht. hut that failed ti» at'inc for the
cruel slaughter offered on our front
stepfc. They want to chahge things
this; year. That's why .Strain has been
selected. He Is not only the youngest,
but he is the one rnau in absolutely
perfect condition in the whole Colt
afjuad. He ran go the entire route,
and set a pace that i\ .11 force the in¬
vaders to top speed.

Indeed every man among the Griff-
men feels that he s a hie to attend
to all that may be asked of him. And
this !fi by no means peculiar to Rich¬
mond. From every town in the league
eomes th<- information that the teams
ar" :n the b'-st possible shape, ready
to play in inidseason form. There is
an evident feeling of optimism such
a* has not been prevailing in the Vir¬
ginia league for many years. Thn

manager? not only have confidence hi
their teams, hut they have confidence
in tli" league leader*. The spirit of
unrest has passed

Sin Jill compensation comes froin try-
irj: to estimate t'no relative strength
<>f the clubs Prejudice usually ruin
in place of Judgment. The Richmond
fan f»-els tii.it Richmond should lead
from the drop of the hat. That same
feeling is shown In Petersburg. Nor¬
folk, Newport News, Roanoke and
Portsmouth, ft is not at all had that
such Is the ease, though, as the sea¬
son grows older, some arc hound to
suffer disappointment.
The parade will start this afternoon

at 2:30 o'clock from the City Hall. As
usual. Secretary Bradley and directors
of the loeal club will lead In automo¬
biles. Following will hp the visitingclut>, nml bringing up the rear Kill bo
.Steve Grifhi| and his Colts. There will
be no exerr.'Jes at the ball park. When
the men arrive they will take the held
for practice, ami shortly thereafter the
name will have started. Indications ar«;
that the largest crowd in ye^rs will at-

Where Virginia League
Clubs Play To-Day

Richmond vs. I'eterntiurg, at Rlch-
III on <1.

l'ortsmou I li vh. Norfolk, nt I'orli-
m 11 t li.

Itnuuoke v*. Newport .N'rua, nt
Roanoke.

I >11'IRKS.
CulRntr ii 11 <1 Kennedy, nt Ilioh-

monil.
.MeTnKur, nt Rontioke.
Norcimi, at rortnmoilth.

tend the op< nor. provided, of course, that
the weather is good.

Oiiff is making no predictions as to
the result of the game. Ho fees that
Ills t iub ia lit and ready to Rive a good
account of itself. He is also of the
opinion that In iObt-rtti Rrcsnahan, Ra-
!<.>", I'ie/., Luskcy, Newton, Laval, Tcn-
nant, strain and the rest of the pitch¬
ing staff, lie has .» bunch of fellows
who arc bound t<> adjust themselves
into a lighting whole. Heinle Bus<-h
occupies nearly the same stand. Ho
is promising nothing: save that his
tea;n will tight to win. I'nder these
conditions tho fan is hound to be sat¬
isfied.If it just manages to stay rea¬
sonable from a weather standpoint.

(imnr Poatpnnrii Anntn.
[Special to The Times-Pispatch 1

Raleigh, N' C. April 16..Fans were
sorely disappointed to-rti>v at a second
postponement nt* the Wake Knrfst-Carolina ball game on account of rain.
It cannot be played now until some
time in May, if at all.

(ioat (irt« Owner In Court.
For permitting his Bent to vand»r upor.

the premises and Into th<> home <->f Mtf. Mr..
zie Taylor, the complainant Frank Childress,
of llonriro. was flnwl H and costs yesterdayafternoon by Magistrate- H A. Smith. The
animal Is said to have raided the par.try in
the Taylor home. breaking a number of
dishes and destroying provisions. Ills ram¬
ble rest his owner $5.75

Lineup of Teams at Roanoke and Portsmouth
PORTSMOUTH VS. NORFOLK. ROANOKE VS. NEWPORT NEWS-

Boyd, centre field.
Carter, second base.
Mundy, right field.
Cook, third base.
Hart, left field.
Phelan, first base.
Reichart, shortstop.
Garvin, catcher.
Navenpara, or,
Verbout, pitcher.

Umpire.Norcum.

Keller, centre field.
Kircher, left field.
Schrader, first base.
Vogel, second base.
Damrau, third base.
Milan, centre field.
Raftery, shortstop-
Powell, catcher.
Gaston, or,
Seitz, pitcher.

McCrackin, right field.
Pressly, first base.
McComas, shortstop.
Ginn, centre field.
Mattis, left field.
Irmscher, third base.
Shields, second base.
Lafitte, catcher.
Efird, or,
Gardin, pitcher.

Umpire.McTague.

Steinhouser, right field.
Brodrick, second base.
Early, centre field.
Jobson, first base.
Cregan, left field.
Motzer, shortstop.
DeFarge, third base.
McRedmond, catcher.
Revelle, or,
Kull, pitcher.

AVIATOR GRAY
WILL FLY TO-DAY

Weather Prevents Flight From'
Petersburg Yesterday.Gives

Exhibition To-Morrow.
Unablo to mako his flight from Pe¬

tersburg to Richmond yesterday be¬
cause of untoward weather conditions,
Aviator George A. Gray, who, wltli
Miss .lack Stearns, will givo an exlil-
hition of aviation at the State Kali"!
Grounds to-morrow afternoon at 3:30
o'clock, will try again this afternoon
to mako tho trip. There is nothingparticularly hazardous about a tripfrom Petersburg to Richmond via the
air route, says Mr. Gray.a statement
which will Rain little crcdenco from
we lesser mortals.but be was unwill¬
ing to deprive tho people along the
way of seeing him in bis (light.
This product of tho Wright school

Is a strong believer hi tho educational
value of (lying. He believes that this
will be the practical method of elimi¬
nating distances in tho future. lie
foelH that most people are skeptics so
far as tho flying machine is concerned,and that only by actually seeing tho
machines take their way through tho
air will they dually become convinced
of its absolute practicability, both from
a spectacular and a utilitarian stand¬
point.

"J could easily have brought the
aeroplane back yesterday," he said,"but no one would have been able to
see me. Under present atmosphericconditions the upper air Is misty.There is any quantity of wator in the
air Immediately before and after a
storm, notwithstanding the fact that
the people of Richmond must have
reached the conclusion that about all
the water there was has fallen here
within tho past day or two. I have
nearly coine to that conclusion myself.J want everybody to see me fly, not
that I am proud of myself or my abil¬
ity, but the huccoss of aviation depends
upon the popular mind being able to
not only see, but understand tho sci¬
ence of aerial navigation, and my

success being Inrflroly dependent uponpopular approval of not alone my-work, hut of aviation In general. 1fool that 1 muni bo oiio of the means.of bringing UiIh knowledge directlybeforo tho people, so that they can
grasp it."
Miss Stearns Ir> not exactly a teacherof aviation. She is more correctlyspeaking one of tho disciples of thisnewcBt aiul probably most hazardoussport, for in its final estimate aviating1h at tho present time a sport. bho"\vill kIvo an actunl demonstration ofhow who enjoys It to-morrow, when sheascends with Gray. She has suffered

many disappointments ninco revisitingHichmond, but nono so poignant as thorefusal on tho part of the aviator to
carry hor from Hichmond to Peter'sburp. Emphatically she says that thoonly way lie can make amends Is toallow hor to travel alonK' wlillo he Isdoing all of the dldoc-s which an exportalouo can perforin while in the air.Gray has mado no promises yet. Hewill take his fair companion just bolong as ho fools that there Is no dan -

ger for her, but If there is tho slightestbit of apprehension, or If he feels par¬ticularly Rood and wishes to displaysome new trl< ks Just for' tho sheerjoy of pleasing himself. Miss Stearns
even though slio plead, will bo left with
.one foot on the ground.

All school children In Hichmond arninvited to the Fair Grounds to-inorrowafternoon. The only stipulation Is thatthey be accompanied by their parents".I'.oth Mr. Gray an»l Miss Stearns willtake particular delight In tolling: tholittle people all abmit flying. The aoroplane will bo explained and if someof the stouter hearts would take aride aloft, they will be taken provided,<>f course, tho parent is willing.While Gray performs all of th»> va¬rious manipulations that havo madoother aviators famous, he Is not of th«>daredevil variety, lie prefers tho safeand sane, not that ho is unwilling to
take risks, but because he believesthat by proving that tho alrcurft Issafe he can win friends to both hlm-self and aviation.
Gray expects to leave Petersburg at4 o'clock to-day and will arrive hereat about 5 o'clock. His route will beafter crossing tho James flown MainStreet to tho Soldiers' and Sailors' Mon¬

ument. After eireling the monumenthe will fly west along Main Street toNinth and up Ninth to Broad and westalong Broad Street to the Fair Grounds.

If You Want
The

Cigar
that's made the

Cleanest
and has more

Mild Havana
than any other
5 cent Cigar
made, get

SAHOROSO
5 cent Cigar
Just a Quarter's worth
will prove the truth
of this statement

At All
First-Class Stores
VETTERLEIN

BROS.
Manufacturers
Philadelphia
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Oh, It's Great to Be Married!m
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